
NETWORKS:  Repurposed 
Shipping Containers
as Everyday and
Emergency Infrastructure
 Inspired by Seattle Public Schools’ current use of the shipping container 
for emergency supply storage, this proposal introduces a network of repur-
posed shipping containers to bolster community disaster response, espe-
cially in an earthquake scenario. Color-coded shipping containers recon-
figured as bench planters point the fastest way out of the most dangerous 
zones and lead to emergency gathering areas on more open, stable ground. 
Mostly parks and schools, these locations house larger container configura-
tions; some adaptable for events, and others for emergency supply storage. In 
collaboration with the Parks Department and Seattle Public Schools, periodic 
communtiy dinners to rotate emergency supplies would be hosted. These 
elements are also intended to serve everyday functions, such as seating, 
greening, and even promoting greater connectivity between neighbor-

hood parks.
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-  Walter Hood designed this pop-up    
garden for the Viaduct Rail Park in Phil-
adelphia utilizing old rail cars and ship-
ping containers featuring food and drink 
vendors

- Neighborhood group created 
this shipping container bench as 
part of a streetscape improvement 
plan for the Yerba Buena neigh-
borhood 
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