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SCALING UP FROM “A SEAT AT THE TABLE,” A PROPOSED NETWORK 
OF GARDENS, SCHOOLS, AND NONPROFITS CONTINUES THIS 
THREAD OF BUILDING INTERGENERATIONAL AND CROSS-CULTURAL 
RELATIONSHIPS AMONG EXISTING COMMUNITY STRENGTHS WITH 
THE FOLLOWING QUESTION IN MIND: 

HOW CAN FOOD--THE COLLECTIVE GROWING, COOKING, AND 
SHARING OF IT--ADDRESS MULTIPLE DIMENSIONS OF RESILIENCE? 

YOUTH IN FOCUS
ENGAGING YOUTH THROUGH 
PHOTOGRAPHY TRAINING

HOA MAI PRESCHOOL
BILINGUAL PRESCHOOL WITH ANTI-
BIAS CURRICULUM AND COMMUNITY 
KITCHEN

HILLSIDE P-PATCH
FOUNDED BY CAMBODIAN 
IMMIGRANTS, PLOTS AT HILLSIDE 
ARE RESERVED FOR LOW-INCOME 
TENANTS OF MT BAKER HOUSING

FRANKLIN HIGH
92% OF STUDENTS IDENTIFY AS PEOPLE 
OF COLOR, WITH MANY CLUBS DEVOTED 
TO ACTIVISM AND ETHNIC IDENTITY 

BEACON FOOD FOREST
GROWN IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
PERMACULTURE PRINCIPLES, 
FEATURING WEEKLY WORK PARTIES 

JOHN MUIR ELEMENTARY
84% OF STUDENTS IDENTIFY AS POC. THE 
SCHOOL’S GOAL IS TO HAVE STUDENTS ”FIND 
THEIR POWER AND USE IT WELL” 

ACRS
PROVIDES VAST DIVERSITY OF 
SERVICES TO API COMMUNITY, 
INCLUDING SENIOR SERVICES  

ESTELLE P-PATCH
MODESTLY SIZED, STEWARDED WITH 
A DIVERSITY OF GROWING STYLES BY 
ASIAN GARDENERS 

WHY?

CHILDREN are often 
curious and open-minded 
about the world 

TEENS are positioned to 
both facilitate and absorb 
new knowledge  

ELDERS may have 
stories and experiences 
to pass onto others 

SEED CHILD 1ST
GROW

COOKSHARE

COMPOST

SPROUT TEEN 2ND

HARVEST ELDER 3RD+

WHAT HAPPENS IF DISASTER STRIKES?

Under this network, community members know where to access others to share their resources and generate creative solutions. Social 
and natural capital (community connections, gardens for self-sufficiency) are likely to be key factors in resilience. 

Preschool students join 
Senior Lunch at ACRS 

once weekly 

Youth in Focus teens 
photograph seasonal 
changes at Hillside

Green Plate Special youth 
and Hoa Mai preschoolers 

join Hillside elders in 
harvesting and cooking 

garden greens

Youth in Focus teens join the 
weekly work party at Beacon 
Food Forest, photographing 

different gardening 
strategies

High school students 
cook alongside ACRS 

elders to prepare 
Senior Lunch 

Elementary and high 
school students tend 

a plot at Estelle

High school students 
observe & assist 

Hillside gardeners 
with their composting 

methods 

Beacon Food Forest and 
Estelle gardeners convene 
to share seed/spices and 
potluck with ACRS seniors 

and families 

GREEN PLATE SPECIAL
ENGAGING YOUTH THROUGH 
GARDENING, COOKING, AND EATING 
TOGETHER  

FORMING AN ORAL HISTORY / 
DIGITAL STORYTELLING COLLECTIVE 

This network imagines possible synergies between organizations that 
already have relevant infrastructure in place, thinking about ways to 
expand on the work that people are already doing. With the support of a 
4culture grant, a resource collective could be generated of focused oral 
histories and different media (photographs, videos, a recipe collection) to 
tell the stories of this community’s relationship with food and place. 


