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G EHL
CRITER IA  FOR PUBL IC  SPACE

The 12 quality criteria concerning the pedestrian 
landscape, as designed and created by Jan Gehl in Cities 
for People, define three categories of pedestrian 
experience in urban areas, protection, comfort, and 
enjoyment. 
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QUA LITY 
C RITERIA

THE  TWE LVE
D URABILITY
A building should stand up 
robustly and remain in good 
condition. 

BE AUTY
It should be aesthetically 
pleasing. 

UTIL ITY
It should be suitable for the 
purposes for which it is used. 

We used Gehl's quality criteria to 
assess the Mt. Baker Town center. 
We developed our own rating 
system on a scale of 1-5 to better 
represent our assessment of the 
area.



A SSE SSME NT
GE HL CRITE RIA  

For each of the twelve Gehl criterium for public 
space, we have chosen to rank pedestrian spaces 
in Mt. Baker on a scale from one to five. With one 
being the lowest possible rating, and 5 being the 
highest possible rating. We have defined what a 

one, a three, and a five actually look like in 
practice, to keep a consistent rating system for all 

spaces evaluated. This leaves us room to rank a 
space a two or four if we feel it does not fit into 

one of the defined categories. 
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STRE E T  
A VE RA GE

 *Disclaimer: although we have done our best to 
eliminate personal bias from this evaluation, the natural 

subjectivity of how people interpret public spaces 
differently cannot be ruled out 



CO MMU NITY
THE  P E RSP E CTIVE  OF  THE

In order to gain a better understanding of the 
community’s perception of the pedestrian 

environments in Mt. Baker, we surveyed 
community members at our Community 

Workshop held at Compadre Coffee near the 
Light Rail Station on February 9, 2018.  
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RES ULTS
Overall, there is serious concern from community members 
about the pedestrian environments in Mt Baker Town Center. 
Our Gehl quality criteria assessment results align with 
community concerns and demonstrate the vast potential for an 
accessible, walkable neighborhood. As development in the 
neighborhood continues, the MB Town Center should be 
routinely reevaluated using these criteria for improvement.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

We broke our recommendations out into two sections 
based off of our personal understanding and interest 
within resiliency. Will studied how pedestrian connections 
can increase resiliency and Carlie examined the concept of 
how public space development increases resiliency before 
and after a natural disaster.



PEDESTRIAN 
PATHWAYS

TARGE TE D  IMP ROVE ME NT FOR 

Looking at the existing neighborhood assets - and future 
ones - it is important to link walkable sites with human 

scale in mind. 

Human experience of public space hinges on the ability 
to move about and for senses to be stimulated. How can 

the built environment in Mt Baker Town Center foster 
this experience in a positive way? 

Linking experiences together with inviting, scaled down, 
visually appealing yet functional crosswalks and 

pedestrian bridges 

STAYING IN PLACE  :  DESIGNING FOR COMMUNITY  RESIL IENCE -  WINTER 2018  

WILL  HUTCHISON| CARLIE  STOWE



PEDESTRIAN 
PATHWAYS

GOALS  

Increase pedestrian safety and perceived comfort in 
regards to traffic 

 Traffic calming Link public spaces and (future?) 
popular destinations 

 Get local artists involved - support the community 
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RESILIENC Y
TRANSFORMING PUBLIC  SPACE  FOR 

PLACE  MAKING 

CONNECTION 

RESIL IENCY 

"This resilience is based on a pre-existing state of 
dynamic balance and raises important questions: is 
resilience the ability to resume a former rhythm of 

urban life? How can we be sure that this rhythm was a 
just and desirable one, and that a return to it is what is 

needed?” - Resilience, Rhythm, Public Space 
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